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1. From migrant leadership, networks, and civil society and faith-based organizations 

across Latin America and the Caribbean, we consider that the Second International 

Migration Review Forum (IMRF 2026) represents not only a space for evaluation, but 

a critical and forward-looking opportunity to reorient the course of global migration 

governance. We emphasize that it can no longer be focused on criminalization, 

exclusion, and the denial of rights, but rather on human dignity, effective protection, 

justice, and international shared responsibility—balancing States’ sovereign 

prerogatives with their international obligations to respect, protect, and fulfill the human 

rights of all migrants, regardless of their migration status. Otherwise, there is a real risk 

that the Global Compact will lose legitimacy as a global reference framework.  

 

2. We underscore that the principle of participation of migrants must no longer remain 

merely declaratory, but must translate into permanent mechanisms, meaningful and 

effective representation, and adequate funding for their organizations—including the 

active role of diasporas—ensuring that their voices genuinely influence the decisions 

that affect them. This requires recognizing them not only as contributors, but as rights 

holders, technical experts with leadership, and active participants in policymaking, in 

line with the fundamental premise of “Nothing about migrants without migrants.”  

3. We recognize the efforts made in the IMRF Progress Declaration process, but we 

express our deep concern about the growing disconnect and gap between the 

commitments undertaken in the Global Compact for Migration and the actual practices 

of States. We value the commitment shown by several governments in Latin America 

and the Caribbean that promote constructive and cooperation-based approaches. At 

the same time, we encourage all States to continue strengthening coherence 

between their international commitments and realities on the ground, ensuring 

that public policies effectively, inclusively, and in a rights-based manner respond to the 

challenges of human mobility. 

4. We are concerned that, rather than advancing toward rights-based migration 

governance, persistent trends remain toward the criminalization of migration, 

the systematic use of detention, the lack of due process guarantees, the tightening of 

deportations, restrictions on access to international protection, the externalization of 

borders and migration procedures, pushbacks at borders, collective expulsions, 

returns without safeguards, excessive use of force, and the normalization of 

xenophobic narratives. In light of this, it is essential that the IMRF process and the 

Progress Declaration clearly specify how States will uphold the guiding principles of 

the Global Compact for Migration—people-centered, human rights-based, and 

responsive to specific needs, particularly regarding gender and children—by 

incorporating concrete implementation and monitoring mechanisms, as well as robust 

accountability frameworks.  



 

5. It is essential to recognize that the lack of regular migration pathways severely impacts 

human rights, with irreversible consequences such as family separation, risks to life, 

among many others. In light of this, it is critical to reaffirm commitments and measures 

to facilitate regular pathways from countries of origin and regularization in destination 

countries, as demonstrated by some States such as Spain and Uruguay, which show 

principled leadership—driven in part by the advocacy and active participation of 

migrant leaders and civil society. The absence of regular pathways also undermines 

the orderly, safe, and dignified management of borders. We further urge States to 

continue advancing mechanisms for regularization, legal transit, and stay, in order to 

provide complementary avenues to the asylum system for the protection of migrants.  

 

6. Civil society in Latin America and the Caribbean reaffirms that ensuring dignified and 

decent work for migrants is an indispensable condition for addressing structural 

challenges and guaranteeing the full enjoyment of human rights. Only through 

employment that provides social protection, stability, and recognition can effective 

access to health, education, recreation, and housing be secured—essential factors 

that save lives and uphold human dignity. Denying these opportunities perpetuates 

exclusion and vulnerability. Conversely, recognizing the contributions of migrants in 

the world of work strengthens our democracies, fosters social cohesion, and paves the 

way toward more just and inclusive societies.  

 

7. We warn that deportations constitute one of the most critical areas of human rights 

violations. They are often carried out without due process guarantees, without full 

respect for international commitments and standards, without ensuring conditions of 

dignity, and without guaranteeing effective access to international protection. In many 

cases, they also result in family separation and expose returnees to contexts of 

violence, persecution, extreme poverty, and other serious risks. It is essential to place 

greater emphasis on the principles of due process and due diligence established in the 

Global Compact, as well as to establish mandatory minimum standards that ensure 

effective safeguards before, during, and after any deportation or return procedure. We 

reiterate the obligation of States to fully respect the principles of non-refoulement and 

jus soli (right of the soil), which protect all persons—including migrants in irregular 

situations—against risks such as human trafficking, torture, cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment, and irreparable harm.  

   

8. From this perspective, we underscore the need to understand human mobility through 

an intersectional, diversity-sensitive, and multidimensional approach, where forced 

displacement, mixed movements, deportations, and returns converge, alongside 

factors such as organized crime, multiple forms of violence—including gender-based 

violence as one of the main drivers of forced migration—socio-environmental impacts, 

extractivism, and land dispossession. These dynamics generate new forms of forced 

mobility that cannot be addressed in a fragmented manner. The growing displacement 

linked to socio-environmental disasters and slow-onset events requires protection 

pathways that are sensitive to these realities, safeguards for planned relocation, and 

greater coherence with climate and sustainable development commitments. 



Safeguarding people on the move must go hand in hand with safeguarding the 

environment. 

9. This reality highlights a structural disconnect between global commitments and local 

capacities, as territorial governments—despite being on the front lines of response—

often lack sufficient resources, mandates, and support. This makes it essential to 

strengthen territorial governance, ensure direct, flexible, and accessible funding for 

local actors and migrant-led organizations, and link human mobility with Buen Vivir–

oriented development planning. In this context, we recognize the work of civil society, 

faith-based organizations, and the humanitarian sector, which save lives, uphold the 

dignity of migrants, refugees, stateless persons, displaced people, and their families, 

provide assistance, advocacy, and protection, and strengthen conditions for the 

meaningful participation of people on the move in decision-making processes. 

10. We also express our concern over the rapid shrinking of civic space, as well as the 

criminalization, surveillance, legal restrictions, and reprisals against civil society 

organizations, human rights defenders, faith-based organizations, migrant-led groups, 

journalists, trade unions, and other actors who support or defend the rights of people 

in human mobility. Solidarity must be promoted—not penalized.  

 

11. We warn that digital technologies are transforming migration governance. Their use 

must be guided by principles of privacy, data protection, transparency, accountability, 

human oversight, and the prevention of discriminatory profiling, while also ensuring 

effective remedies for abuses arising from technological surveillance.  

 

12. We call on States to make a concrete commitment: to promote the creation, 

maintenance, and operation of national and regional migration networks that effectively 

include grassroots organizations of migrants and refugees, as well as networks 

working to advance their rights.  

  

13. This Forum represents a decisive opportunity to reaffirm that international cooperation, 

solidarity, and the full respect for human rights must prevail over punitive approaches, 

border externalization, and the political instrumentalization of human mobility. Latin 

America and the Caribbean expect a Progress Declaration with clear forward-looking 

commitments, centered on demonstrating implementation on the ground—through 

measurable indicators, clear timelines, regular reviews, public reporting of progress, 

and formal spaces for civil society participation—as well as effective accountability at 

local, national, regional, and global levels, with the courage required to respond to the 

challenges of our time.  

 

14. Finally, in the lead-up to IMRF 2026, we recall that the credibility of the Global Compact 

for Migration will depend not on new declarations, but on the coherence between the 

commitments undertaken and the policies implemented, with the inclusion and 

participation of all stakeholders—especially migrants and their families.  

 

Signatories: 

 



● ACT Alliance - Action by Churches Together (Global) 

● Alianza Migrante (Ecuador) 

● Almena Cooperativa Feminista 

● Apoyo a Migrantes Venezolanos, A.C. -APOMIVEN- (México) 

● Asociación Civil de Derechos Humanos Mujeres Unidas Migrantes y Refugiadas en 

Argentina -AMUMRA- (Argentina) 

● Asociación Movimiento Familiares y Migrantes (Ecuador) 

● Asociación Mundial Para la Comunicación Cristiana-América Latina -WACC-AL por 

sus siglas en inglés- (Mundial) 

● Asociación Salto Ángel (Colombia) 

● Asociación Cristiana de Educación y Desarrollo/Iglesia Reformada Calvinista de El 

Salvador (El Salvador) 

● Ayuda en Acción  

● Bloque Latinoamericano sobre Migración (Regional) 

● Centro de Atención a la Familia Migrante Indígena - CAFAMI- (México)  

● Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad - Dejusticia- (Colombia) 

● Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales -CELS- (Argentina) 

● Centro de Información y Atención al Migrante CIAMI-CGT  

● Centro para la Colaboración y la Incidencia en las Américas (CEDA) 

● Coalición LAC RMD (Regional) 

● Colectivo de Federaciones y Organizaciones Mexicanas Migrantes-COLEFOM 

(América del Norte) 

● Comisión Argentina para personas Refugiadas y Migrantes -CAREF- (Argentina) 

● Comisión Nacional de Apoyo a Migrantes Retornados con Discapacidad Física -

CONAMIREDIS- (Honduras) 

● Confederación Ecuatoriana de Organizaciones Sindicales Libres -CEOSL- (Ecuador)  

● Confederación General del Trabajo CGT Colombia -mayoritaria, popular y de los 

territorios- (Colombia) 

● Creación Propositiva 

● Formación y Capacitación A.C.Foro Nacional para las Migraciones en Honduras -

FONAMIH- (Honduras) 

● Fundación Crea Tu Espacio (Ecuador) 

● Fundación Doña Milagros (Ecuador) 

● Fundación Guerreras por la Vida (Ecuador) 

● Fundación Rayito de Luz, Ayuda y Esperanza (Ecuador-Colombia y Venezuela) 

● Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración -AC IMUMI- (México) 

● Kaltsilaltik AC (México) 

● Migrante33 A.C (México)  

● Miredes Internacional (Regional) 

● Misión Scalabriniana (Ecuador) 

● Red Eclesial Latinoamericana y Caribeña de Migración, Desplazamiento, Refugio y 

Trata de Personas -Red CLAMOR- (Regional) 

● Red AMMPARO en las Américas (Regional) 

● Red Jesuita con Migrantes -RJM- (Regional) 

● Red Mesoamericana Mujer Salud y Migración -RMMSYM- (Regional) 

● Red Regional de Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil para las Migraciones (RROCM) 

(Regional) 

● Save My Identity 



● Scalabrinian Foundation (Internacional)  

● Scalabrini International Migration Network - SIMN (Internacional) 

● Servicio Jesuita para los Refugiados (JRS - LAC) (Regional) 

● Corporación Opción Legal (Colombia) 

● Movimiento Sociocultural de Trabajo Humanitario y Ambiental, -MOSCTHA- 

(República Dominicana) 

● Coalición por los Derechos Humanos y la Justicia Racial (Internacional) 

● Red de Justicia en Movimiento para Migrantes 

 

Red de Organizaciones firmantes:  

 

● Bloque Latinoamericano sobre Migración  (Bloque LAC) 

Asociación Civil de Derechos Humanos Mujeres Unidas Migrantes y Refugiadas en Argentina 
(AMUMRA)- Argentina 
Asociación Coordinadora Comunitaria de Servicios para la Salud (ACCSS)- Guatemala 
Asociación de Familiares de Migrantes Desaparecidos de Guatemala (AFAMIDEG)- 
Guatemala 
Asociación Hermanas Scalabrinianas 
Asociación Pop No'j - Guatemala 
Asociación RUMIÑAHUI- España  
Casa del Migrante de Saltillo y Red Pedro Pantoja de Casas y Centros de Derechos Humanos 
de la Zona Norte - México 
Casa Monarca Ayuda Humanitaria al Migrante- México 
Centro de Atención a la Familia Migrante Indígena (CAFAMI)- México 
Centro de Atención y Desarrollo Integral Migrante (CADIM)- Estados Unidos 
Centro de Apoio e Pastoral do Migrante (CAMI)- Brasil 
Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Montaña-Tlachinollan (CDHM)- México 
Centros de Estudios de Derechos, Justicia y Sociedad (Dejusticia) - Colombia 
Clínica Jurídica de Migrantes y Refugiados de la Universidad Diego Portales-Chile 
Comisión de Acción Social Menonita (CASM)- Honduras 
Comité de Familiares de Migrantes Desaparecidos del Centro de Honduras (COFAMICENH)-
Honduras 
Comité de Familiares de Migrantes Desaparecidos del Progreso (COFAMIPRO)- Honduras 
Comité de Migrantes Fallecidos  y Desaparecidos de El Salvador (COFAMIDE) – El 
Salvador 
Comisión Argentina para los Refugiados y Migrantes (CAREF)- Argentina 
Cristosal, Advancing Human Rights in Central America - El Salvador 
CTA de Trabajadores- Américas 
Equipo de Estudios Comunitarios y Acción Psicosocial (ECAP)-Guatemala 
Estancia del Migrante González y Martínez- México 
Dignidad y Justicia en el Camino A.C. (FM4 Paso Libre)-México 
Formación y Capacitación (FOCA)-México 
Fundación de Ayuda Social de las Iglesias Cristianas (FASIC)-Chile 
Fundación Ayuda en Acción - Global 
Fundación para la Justicia y el Estado Democrático de Derecho (FJEDD)- México, Guatemala, 
Honduras y El Salvador. 
Global Exchange - Estados Unidos- México 
Instituto Migrações e Direitos Humanos- (IMDH) Brasil 
Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración (IMUMI)- México 
Latinas en Poder. - Regional 
Organismo Cristiano de Desarrollo Integral de Honduras (OCDIH)- Honduras 
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (NNIRR) 
Pueblos y Comunidades Indígenas Transfronterizas (PUCOMIT)- México 



Proyecto de Derechos Humanos, Económicos, Sociales y Culturales A.C (Prodesc)-México 
Red de casas de Migrantes y Centros de Derechos Humanos de la zona norte- México 
Red Jesuita con Migrantes Latinoamérica y el Caribe (RJM LAC)-Regional 
Red Sudamericana para las Migraciones Ambientales-RESAMA 
Red Internacional de Migración y Desarrollo/Cátedra UNESCO de Migración y Desarrollo y 
Derechos Humanos. 
Red Mesoamericana Mujer Salud y Migración (RMMSYM)- México y Centroamérica 
Red Nacional de Jornaleros y Jornaleras Agrícolas- México 
Red Nacional de Líderes Migrantes en Argentina 
Secretariado Nacional de Pastoral Social-Caritas Colombia 
Servicio Ecuménico para la Dignidad Humana (SEDHU) -Uruguay 
Sin Fronteras IAP- México 
Voces Mesoamericanas Acción con Pueblos Migrantes- México 
South Texas Human Rights Center (El Centro de Derechos Humanos Del Sur de Texas) -
Estados Unidos 
Unión Nacional de Organizaciones Regionales Campesinas Autónomas. A.C. (UNORCA 
A.C.) 
Líderes Migrantes de la Región, investigadoras, defensoras y defensores de Derechos 
Humanos: Alma Maquitico, Defensora de derechos humanos- Estados Unidos; Patricia 
Zamudio, Defensora investigadora y consejera del Consejo Estatal Ciudadano en Materia de 
Búsqueda de Veracruz, México;  Elba Coria, defensora de derechos humanos e integrante de 
KIND- México; Efrain Jiménez, migrante defensor de derechos, especialista en migración y 
desarrollo, coordinador de COLEFOM; Aaron Ortiz Santos- Abogado y líder migrante 
integrante de COLEFOM; Javier Cortegoso Lobaro- Defensor de Derechos Humanos- 
México;  Karina Sarmiento- Defensora de Derechos Humanos e investigadora - Ecuador; 
Martha Rojas,Investigadora y Defensora de Derechos Humanos - México;  Mauricio Quijano, 
Defensor de Derechos Humanos- El Salvador, Maria Teresa Ureña, Defensora de derechos 
humanos-Colombia;  y Berenice Valdez Rivera - Defensora de derechos humanos y Punto 
focal general del Bloque Latinoamericano sobre Migración  
Fundación Cordilleras de América - Colombia  
 

 


